CLEAN AIR ASIA
STRATEGY

Clean Air Asia’s strategy for clean air, blue skies and a stabilized
climate for people and the planet
CONTEXT
The Asian Development Bank, the World Bank and USAID launched the
Clean Air Initiative for Asian Cities (later becoming Clean Air Asia) as
Asia’s leading air quality network in 2001 in response to increasing air
pollution across cities in Asia. As we approach 20 years of operations, the
world has changed dramatically. There is now international recognition
of the strategic imperative of combating air pollution and its impacts on
the environment and human health, causing millions of premature deaths
annually. Action on the climate crisis and short-lived climate pollutants has
become another key strategic imperative, with the Paris Agreement and
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) setting out the path that must
be followed to achieve a stabilized climate for people and the planet.
In 2020, the COVID19 crisis engulfed the world, resulting
in an international health crisis and human suffering at
an unprecedented scale. The crisis also provides a
sharp focus on the role of air pollution and air
quality; namely, that long-term exposure to air
pollution leads to increased mortality rates
from COVID19, and also that many
citizens experienced blue skies and
clean air for the first time in
years.

As we look towards 2030, we must recognize that urgency for change
is critical, and that commitments must be followed through with
solutions-focused initiatives that ensure reductions in air pollution, and
limits global warming within the decade.
Through almost two decades of work, Clean Air Asia has, from a
humble start, developed impactful initiatives, programs and, not
least, deep expertise in air pollution mitigation and greenhouse gas
emissions reduction. Our integrated approach is based on solutions
for reaping air quality and health benefits simultaneously with reducing
climate-harming emissions. We now must scale up our impact with
the recognition that the pathway to reducing premature deaths from
air pollution by two-thirds by 2030 is intertwined with the pathway to
halving carbon emissions by 2030 to achieve a stabilized climate, with
global warming limited to 1.5°C.
We are proud of our successes and milestones over the years, from our
Guidance Framework for Better Air Quality in Asian Cities, our Clean Air
Action Plans, and our extensive capacity building in science-based air
quality management – and not least our Better Air Quality conferences.
But we also recognise that we must now accelerate the implementation
of solutions at scale. While a decade may seem like a long time in
today’s world, the health, environmental, social and economic costs
of inaction on air and climate can no longer be ignored. With this new
strategy, Clean Air Asia is accelerating our efforts across Asia to meet
the air and climate challenges head on and with urgency to ensure we
contribute to clean air, blue skies and a stabilized climate for people and
the planet within this decade.

OUR VISION, MISSION AND GOALS
Clean Air Asia’s vision for the decade is a world with clean air,
blue skies and a stabilized climate for people and the planet.
Our mission is to reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions in Asia and
contribute to the development of a more sustainable, equitable and healthier
region. We empower governments and cities by inspiring action and focusing
efforts on planning and implementation of solutions at scale, fostering regional
cooperation to address issues of mutual concern, and ensuring the integration of
air quality management across sectors and institutions.
In implementing our mission, our goals are clear and ambitious:
• Reduce premature deaths from air pollution by two-thirds by 2030.
• Halve carbon emissions by 2030 to achieve a stabilized climate, with
global warming limited to 1.5°C.
• Make a compelling case for action among stakeholders by linking air
quality, climate change and health with the sustainable development
agenda in support of the Paris Agreement, the New Urban Agenda,
and the Sustainable Development Goals, including for developing
Asian cities and countries.
• Advance a circular economy by delivering solutions focused on renewable
energy with the purpose of decreasing resource dependence and
increasing systems’ resilience.
• Act with a sense of urgency and pace, ensuring we deliver real emissions
reductions for the benefit of people across Asia.
• Prepare Clean Air Asia for the “new normal”, innovating the ways we
work and communicate, ensuring we respond with pace to air and
climate challenges.

Halve carbon emissions by 2030 to achieve
a stabilized climate, with global warming
limited to 1.5°C

STRATEGIC IMPERATIVES
Reaching our goals requires clarity about the
strategic imperatives that can shape and transform
the air and climate agenda throughout the decade,
as well as “must do” commitments. The key
directions that shape our work are:
Cooperation
As we face the challenges of the decade, unity and international
cooperation are more important than ever. The solutions we must
implement demand collaboration at the local, national, regional
and international levels, as well as among public bodies, the
private sector and civil society. A critical role for Clean Air Asia is
to initiate and support collaboration and coordination, convening
stakeholders to co-create solutions and demonstrating with our
own initiatives that we have to work together to solve the air and
climate crisis we are faced with.
Policy and knowledge
As we have moved from understanding the scale of the detrimental
effects of air pollution and climate change, we must also move
with pace to implement solutions to the challenges. Clean Air Asia
is the authority on air pollution, and we will continue and expand
policy and knowledge support to decision-makers (both public
and private) with targeted and timely information and technical
support, including capacity building. We will in particular focus on
city-level action, as well as national-level support.
Digital transformation
Digital transformation will undoubtedly be one of the most defining
features of the decade, with a vast potential to help us implement
the solutions to air pollution and climate change, with data being
one of the keys to unlocking action for better air quality. We will
also explore how we can use Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) to accelerate the implementation of solutions,
with “big data” and artificial intelligence playing a significant role in
air pollution mitigation by potentially enabling the real-time release
of pollution data and associated monitoring/enforcement, which in
turn will heighten public awareness.

Youth
The air pollution and climate crisis are having dire
consequences for people throughout the world, but it
will be youth and future generations who will bear the
potentially increasing combined detrimental burden of the
climate crisis and air pollution. Youth as “agents of change”
have already raised their voices to raise global awareness
about the dire consequences of climate change for their
generation and the generations to come. Clean Air Asia will
support youth groups with our knowledge and tools, as well
form a “Youth for Air Quality” network, with ambassadors
for change who will promote the changes we are seeking.
Transdisciplinarity
The complexity of air pollution and climate change issues
require solutions that integrate knowledge, scientific
research and public concerns (including health) and other
societal issues. This approach ensures that solutions are
implemented in consideration of the knowledge obtained
through science and also the experiences and practical
knowledge of all stakeholders across disciplines. Clean Air
Asia will take into account the different needs, interests
and beliefs of the stakeholder groups who are directly or
indirectly affected by the challenges at hand, in creating and
implementing realistic solutions that reduce emissions and
mitigate the impacts of climate change while also fostering
sustainable societal progress.

We will support youth groups
with knowledge and tools

THEORY OF CHANGE
Clean Air Asia is the leading independent NGO in Asia focused on
better air quality. We are an international nonprofit organization
that works with policymakers, businesses, development
organizations, academia, and civil society in reducing air pollution
and addressing the climate crisis in Asia and beyond.
The pillars of our theory of change:
The implementation of best practice solutions and innovative policies/practices at scale
is critical in achieving our goals. To achieve this, we will:
Address city and national-level air quality and climate change challenges
in relevant sectors, including energy and transport, with Clean Air and Climate
Action Plans playing a critical role in achieving our goals.
Highlight and emphasize solutions by building capacity, conducting policy
research, advocating for effective and appropriate policies and practices, and
empowering stakeholders to mitigate air pollution and climate change impacts.
As we promote and implement solutions, we do so with a life-cycle perspective.
Produce high-quality, evidence-based knowledge products that support
the scaling up of the implementation of best practice solutions and innovative
policies/practices.
Build consensus among stakeholders on solutions through our
events, including our Better Air Quality (BAQ) conferences. Consensusbuilding underpins all of our work, including facilitating coordination
among stakeholders towards action, strengthening governance through
recommendations for practical reforms, capacity building, resource
mobilization, and bringing communities together for change.
Build an Asia “Youth for Air Quality” network, with ambassadors for change
who will promote the changes we are seeking.
The COVID-19 crisis has placed renewed emphasis on the need for
sustainable solutions and pathways to change. We need to accelerate
our efforts to curb air pollution and the associated health impacts, as well as
mitigate climate change based on the knowledge gained during the crisis. In
addition, we will continuously develop and disseminate knowledge about the
intersections between COVID-19 and air pollution.

As a mission-driven organization, our work is premised on the following core values:

EXCELLENCE:
We excel in
our role as a
trusted changemaker, bringing
stakeholders
together for the
implementation of
solutions.

AN ETHOS OF
PARTNERSHIP
AND
CONSENSUS
BUILDING:
We believe
collaboration and
cooperation are
the key drivers of
meaningful and
lasting change.

RESPECT:
We embrace
diversity and
equality, and
promote fairness
and respect for all.
continually innovate
and learn.

OUR VALUES

INNOVATION:
We aim to
always exceed
expectations

WE “WALK
THE TALK”:
Sustainability is
the cornerstone of
all our actions as
an organization.

