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CHILD HEALTH AND SAFETY: CAA HIGHLIGHTS THE 
IMPORTANCE OF AIR QUALITY

CAA India was invited to present on air quality 
education in schools in India at the Every Journey, 
Every Child Conference organised by the Fia 
Foundation in London. Earlier CAA India was the 
partner for the Cleaner Air for Primary Schools 
Project implemented in Delhi, London and 
Nairobi in partnership with the Fia Foundation 
and the London Sustainability Exchange.

As a part of the workshop on “Strategies for 
cleaner journeys to school: evidence, advocacy 
action”, CAA India Director spoke about the need 
for education for better air quality and described 
the findings from the Cleaner Air for Primary 
Schools Project. This was a unique project which 
involved engaging students in citizen science 
activity. Primary school students measured nitrogen dioxide levels in the air and looked at simple 
solutions for better air quality. Sharing the learnings of Grade 5 students involved in the project, Ms 
Borah said that prior to the implementation of the project the students rated smoking followed by 
cancer and heart disease as the top three health issues in India. However, at the end of the project, 
the students talked of respiratory diseases and considered it as a major public health issue. 

The international conference was organized by FIA Foundation with the objective of initiating 
global action to tackle air pollution and traffic danger on the journey to school as a priority for 
Public Health. The two-day conference saw the issuance of the “Declaration of Every Child’s Right 
to Safe and Healthy Streets” which comprises six articles on protecting children from traffic related 
air pollution and road traffic injury. 

In order to integrate fuel efficiency as a key 
component for achieving India’s Air Quality and 
Climate Change priorities, a knowledge and 
ideas sharing platform was organized by Clean 
Air Asia India as part of the 7th Integer Emission 
Summit. The Integer Emissions Summit & 
AdBlue® Forum India 2017, is a platform 
organized by Interger Research with the aim 
to bring together all the international network 
of leading professionals and legislators and 
shaping the future of the emissions control 
industry. The conference examined progress 

made towards Bharat VI a year on from the government’s announcement to implement the 
standards by 2020.

The panel discussion was on “Finding fuel efficiency gains for commercial and passenger car 
vehicles in India” was moderated by CAA India Director Ms Prarthana Borah 

The panellists discussed on the need of establishing fuel economy standards with greater 
technological and operational efficiency in India. The speakers also talked about India’s 
requirement of attention towards improving fuel efficiency which would play a very important 
role in tackling India’s air quality challenge.

PANEL DISCUSSION ON THE IMPACT OF FUEL 
EFFICIENCY ON BETTER AIR QUALITY

A one-day stakeholder consultation to discuss air quality management priorities was organized 
by Clean Air Asia India for the Nagpur Municipal Corporation. The consultation saw the presence 
of city level government officials from various departments like transport, health, smart cities 
mission, state pollution control board as well as technical and academic institutes. The consultation 
was moderated by Dr. Vasundhara Bhojvaid, Air Quality Researcher and Gethin Shaji, Transport 
Researcher, from Clean Air Asia.

The CAA team shared the findings of the assessment of Air Quality Management (AQM) in the city, 
conducted earlier. Recommendations for the local governments to strengthen and build capacity 
for air quality management were also put forward for discussion. Addressing the need of action, 
Shri. Ashwin Mudgal IAS, Municipal Commissioner, Nagpur Municipal Corporation (NMC) shared 
that there was an increased need to help the people of Nagpur understand the link between air 
pollution and health through communications and outreach. Shri. Ramnath Sonavne, CEO - Smart 
Cities Mission, Nagpur expressed the need for capacity building. CAA India will be conducting a 
capacity building programme for Nagpur city officials in December, 2017.

STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION FOR CREATING 
A ROADMAP FOR AIR ACTION IN NAGPUR

CAA India in partnership with the Centre for Heritage, Environment and Development has 
initiated discussions on air quality management for the city of Kochi. Assessment of air quality 
management policies in Kochi has been completed and this will be shared at a stakeholder 
consultation scheduled for December 2017. Technology solutions for better air quality in Kochi 
will also be discussed. The workshop will also discuss the modalities of an air action plan for Kochi 
city.

KOCHI GEARS UP FOR AIR QUALITY ACTION

At the recently concluded conference on “Clean 
Cooking Forum - Driving Demand, Delivering Impact”, 
Clean Air Asia’s India Director, Prarthana Borah stressed 
the need to make household air pollution an integral 
part of the city air quality management discussions. In 
her presentation which gave an insight into the Clean 
Air Asia’s study of air quality management capacity 
of 30 cities in India, Ms Borah presented a detailed 
overview of health studies that link air pollution to 
health. She said that it was important to link academia 

with policy makers especially in cities as there is a lot of research and studies that could be useful 
in planning for better air quality.

The Clean Cooking Forum which was held in Delhi, is a biennial gathering of people working to 
accelerate the production, deployment, and use of cleaner, more efficient cookstoves and fuels. 
Prarthana Borah was one of the panellist at the panel discussion, “Improving Air Quality: The Role 
of Clean Cooking” The panel discussion was moderated by Dr. Jessica Lewis (Technical Advisor, 
Department of Public Health, Environmental, and Social Deteminants of Health, World Health 
Organization).

INTEGRATING HOUSEHOLD AIR POLLUTION ISSUES 
IN AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT FOR CITIES  
– A CLEAN AIR ASIA PERSPECTIVE

The American Centre and Clean Air Asia organized a 
round table discussion on the Effects of Air pollution 
on Health at the American Centre, New Delhi on 
November 12, 2017. The round table discussion was 
attended by key people working in the air quality 
space. 

Dr. Gwen Collman, Director of External Research 
at NIH’s National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences, shared the latest research on the myriad 
ways in which low-quality air impacts human health.  Prarthana Borah, Clean Air Asia India 
Director emphasised the need for the active involvement of the medical community in increasing 
air pollution action. The discussion concluded with fruitful sharing of ideas on air pollution and 
health. The need for similar discussion and possible immediate action that could help in an in-
depth understanding of long-lasting air pollution solutions for Indian cities was discussed.

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION ON AIR POLLUTION 
AND HEALTH

Despite alarming pollution levels in the national 
capital, the Airtel Delhi Half Marathon was flagged 
off with approximate 35,000 participants. With the 
air quality at its worst, Indian Medical Association 
(IMA) had called for immediate cancellation or 
postponement of the event, and re-scheduled to 
a later date when the air quality improves. Armed 
with air masks to demonstrate the battle against  
pollution, YCan members campaigned against the 
marathon by highlighting the ill effects of running 
in a situation of severe air quality.

YOUTH CLEAN AIR NETWORK (YCAN) SAYS “NO” 
TO THE AIRTEL DELHI HALF MARATHON 2017.

CAA IN REGIONAL NEWS 

Click here to read more...

CAA IN NATIONAL NEWS/MEDIA 

Delhi is choking like never before with poor air quality. Experts tell SHALINI SAKSENA if and how this slow 
death can be tackled

Feeling lethargic, eyes burning and chest wheezing? Leave, drive away, go to safer climes. This is Delhi, the national 
capital of India which has turned highly toxic. The political establishment, the administration — both Central and 
State — knew it was coming. It happens every year and with increased ferocity but no steps are taken to deal with 
this recurrent hazard which takes away years from the lives of citizens.

We all know, Indian life is cheap so let it die a slow death, seems to be the norm of governance and that’s the way it 
will, unfortunately, stay in the absence of pro-active steps. The hard truth is the killing pollution levels can be curbed 
with systematic planning. But who cares? Not the Government definitely and not the citizens themselves either. The 
crop burning stubbles in the air can be buried with technology; the vehicular pollution can be easily curbed, the 
constant — and sometimes only money-spinning — construction can be halved and still the infrastructure can be 
built. But, these are just dreams, achievable but negated dreams.  Click here to read more...

GUWAHATI: The state pollution control board has said the Air Quality Index (AQI) in Guwahati for the 
month of October is within the ‘satisfactory’ limit and there may be only minor breathing discomforts for 
some people. The AQI reading, taken from the head office of the board at Bamunimaidam, was 78.

“The AQI is within the satisfactory level. There is nothing to worry about,” said a Pollution Control Board 
of Assam (PCBA) official. The AQI in the other five National Air Quality Monitoring Programme (NAMP) 
stations of the city was recorded to be 70.

But experts fear that the AQI reading can be deceptive and the situtaion could be far worse as the board 
has not taken into account the pollution caused by the lethal PM2.5 particles. 

The PM2.5 particles can travel long distances and go deeper into human lungs, causing cancer and serious 
respiratory problems.The head office of the board is the only location in the city that has a PM2.5 meter.

In the absence of the PM2.5 meters, the recorded data does not fully reveal the air quality. The state 
pollution board is yet to install the meters in five out of the six NAMP stations. “People in the city have the 
right to know the quality of air they are breathing. An AQI of 70 could be considered alarming by any first 
world standards. We can’t wait for the AQI reading to go up further,” said Prarthana Bora, director of Clean 
Air Asia (CAA).

The recording taken at Bamunimaidam also showed a 24-hour mean average PM10 reading of 74.55 micrograms per cubic meters while the city’s level of PM10 emissions 
was recorded at 69.62.

The readings were well beyond the permissible limit laid down by the World Health Organisation (WHO) which is 50 but within the national standard of 100.

CAA IN INTERNATIONAL MEDIA

NEW DELHI — For generations, millions of Indians here in the capital have celebrated Diwali, the Hindu 
festival of lights, by setting off a symphony of fireworks.

In the days leading up to the festival, which is on Thursday this year, homes are cleaned, whitewashed 
and outfitted with oil lamps to commemorate the return of Lord Rama, one of the most revered Hindu 
gods. On the eve of the festival, fireworks, an important centerpiece, crackle through the night.

But amid concerns about poisonous air quality in New Delhi — stemming, in part, from the use of 
fireworks — a different scene has unfolded this Diwali season.

After India’s Supreme Court this week reinstated a ban on the sale of fireworks in the National Capital 
Region, which includes New Delhi and is home to roughly 45 million people, fireworks sellers sat 
idly outside their closed shops, wondering what to do. For those who rely on fireworks sales for their 
livelihood, conditions have become desperate. In a busy street in Old Delhi, one vendor of firecrackers 
doused himself with kerosene and threatened suicide.

Outside his shuttered shop, another vendor, Deepak Srivastava, 36, said: “We are not criminals; we are 
small businessmen. This is the biggest festival for Hindus. We are totally dependent on this business. 
Now, we will plan our future differently.”  Click here to read more...

INDONESIA 

NEW DELHI – Pemerintah New Delhi mengeluarkan perintah untuk menutup semua sekolah pada Rabu (8/11) menyusul 
kabut asap pekat yang melanda bagian utara India dan Pakistan. Menurut laporan, tingkat polusi di kota tersebut mencapai 
40 kali lipat dari batas aman yang ditetapkan Organisasi Kesehatan Dunia atau WHO.

Adapun tingkat besaran materi partikulat berada pada angka PM2,5 – kadar partikel dalam udara paling kecil dan paling 
berbahaya, karena diameter partikel yang sangat kecil itu bisa menembus masuk ke paru-paru – tercatat mencapai sebesar 
1.000 mikrogram per meter kubik di ibu kota India, pada Rabu. Demikian menurut alat pengukur yang ada di Kedutaan 
Besar Amerika Serikat di India.

Jumlah tersebut dikatakan mencapai 40 kali lebih tinggi dari batas aman maksimum WHO rata-rata 24 jam yakni 25 
mikrorgam, dan 100 kali dari batas atas untuk paparan jangka panjang.

Para dokter di India pun mengeluarkan peringatan soal keadaan darurat kesehatan masyarakat. Pemerintah Delhi juga 
memerintahkan semua sekolah di kota itu ditutup sampai Minggu (12/11), dengan alasan ancaman kesehatan terhadap 
sekitar 5 juta siswa di ibu kota tersebut.

Menurut Dr. Arvind Kumar, kabut asap itu membuat kota tidak layak untuk ditinggali manusia.

“Jenis tingkat racun di luar sana, memengaruhi otak, jantung, paru-paru Anda dan setiap bagian tubuh Anda. Ini 
menyebabkan kerusakan yang tidak dapat diperbaiki,” ujar Kumar, yang juga ketua Pusat Bedah Dada di Rumah Sakit Sri 
Gangga Ram, Delhi

Kabut asap juga diperparah dan kerap melonjak di wilayah tersebut sebelum permulaan musim dingin, yakni pada saat 
para petani membakar ladang mereka untuk membakar sisa-sisa pasca panen – praktik membuka lahan yang masih tetap 
dilakukan meski ada larangan resmi.  Click here to read more...
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TO READ MORE NEWS COVERAGE OF CAA,  
CLICK ON THE LINK OR VISIT:

Mail us: india@cleanairasia.org
Like us:    fb/cleanairasiaindia

Follow us:   twitter/cleanairasia
Visit us: www.cleanairasia.org

To unsubscribe, send us an E-mail on india@cleanairasia.org

Office: Basement C-3, Green Park Extension, New Delhi - 110016
Contact no.: +91 11 65451100

• As a Lead member, you/your organisation will organise network 
consultations, your work and logo will be featured and promoted on the 
CAKN website. You will be invited to all partner forums and activities across 
India while also interacting with partners on different air quality issues on a 
weekly email thread.

• As an Executive member, you/your organisation will be invited to all partner 
forums and activities across India while also interacting with partners on 
different air quality issues on a weekly email thread.

Write to india@cleanairasia.org and join the CAKN!

Join the Clean Air Knowledge Network today! 

TEAM CLEAN AIR ASIA INDIA WISHES YOU A VERY 
HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 2018.
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