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Asian Connections 
is sponsored by 
A&WMA’s Interna-
tional Affairs Com-
mittee. A&WMA has 
invited Clean Air Asia 
(cleanairasia.org) to 
contribute one col-
umn each quarter to 
highlight air quality 
and climate change 
issues in Asia. Clean 
Air Asia is an inter-
national nongovern-
mental organization 
that promotes better 
air quality and livable 
cities by translating 
knowledge to poli-
cies and actions that 
enable Asia’s 1000+ 
cities to reduce air 
pollution and green-
house gas emis-
sions from transport, 
energy, and other 
sectors. A&WMA 
has collaborated and 
partnered with Clean 
Air Asia dating back 
to 2006.
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2014 Better Air Quality Conference

More than 1,000 delegates from 50 countries 
attended the BAQ 2014 conference held Novem-
ber 19-21, 2014, in Colombo, Sri Lanka, which was 
integrated with the 8th Intergovernmental Envi-
ronmentally Sustainable Transport (EST) Forum 
in Asia. This year’s conference theme was “Next 
Generation Solutions for Clean Air and Sustain-
able Transport—Towards a Livable Society in Asia.”

According to the World Health Organization, the 
burden of disease from air pollution is now higher 
than previous estimates: 3.7 million deaths per 
year from ambient air pollution and 4.3 million 
deaths per year from household air pollution. “The 
bottom line on air pollution is that it has become 
the world’s single most dangerous environmental 
and health risk. It is upon us to reverse this trend 
of negative health impacts,” according to Clean 

Air Asia’s Chair of the Board of Trustees, Robert 
O’Keefe. “The BAQ conference has always oper-
ated on outcomes of rapid, impactful action. I am 
confi dent and excited about the real change we 
can achieve.”

Managing various sources of pollution most rel-
evant to Asia were in the spotlight for discussion 
during the three-day conference, namely: cities 
and urban transport, freight and logistics, ports 
and marine transport, power plants and indus-
trial sources such as brick kilns, and household 
air pollution.

In summary, the following themes, solutions, and 
key action areas emerged from over 24 breakout 
sessions, 12 pre-event sessions, 4 plenary sessions, 
and country roundtable discussions at BAQ 2014.

The Better Air Quality (BAQ) conference serves as the fl agship event of Clean Air Asia. Held every 

two years, the BAQ conference showcases milestones of the Clean Air Asia Partnership in the 

fi ght against air pollution. BAQ 2014 in Colombo, Sri Lanka, was the biggest gathering of clean 

air and sustainable transport advocates working toward more livable cities in the region to date.
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Thinkstcok Photo

Dr. Carlos Dora of the 
World Health Organization 
talks about the health 
imperative for urgent 
action on air pollution 
during a BAQ session.

Innovations for City-Level Actions 
Eight out of 10 cities in developing Asia have air 
quality levels that are unhealthy. City associations 
and international air quality and climate experts 
recognized that the innovative city certifi cation 
framework under Clean Air Asia’s Cities Clean Air 
Partnership (CCAP) has game-changing potential 
to drive measurable and replicable environmental 
results through city-level actions for clean air. 

CCAP is the fi rst major clean air certifi cation and 
partnership program to strengthen air quality 
management in Asian cities, encourage contin-
uous progress through peer-to-peer learning, 

and contribute to the reduction of 
health impacts of air pollution 

through low emissions urban 
development.

At BAQ 2014, Colombo and Kathmandu agreed 
to partner with each other and share good prac-
tices in improving non-motorized transport and 
strengthening air quality management (air quality 
monitoring, modeling, communicating air pollu-
tion levels and health to the public). City-wide 
innovations were also presented by Beijing, Gen-
eral Santos, Jakarta, Shanghai, Metro Manila, 
and Taipei, covering various cities’ solutions to 
better manage air quality from urban transport 
and other sources.
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‘The bottom line 

on air pollution is 

that it has become 

the world’s single 

most dangerous 

environmental 

and health risk.’
—Robert O’Keefe, Clean Air Asia

Holistic Strategies for 
Emissions Reduction
Asia has enormous opportunities to combine mul-
tiple strategies effectively; for example, stringent 
technology roadmaps with sustainable mobility 
practices integrating walking, cycling, and public 
transport have been and are being formulated in 
cities in Asia.

The strong link between ambient and indoor 
air pollution has also been clearly established. 
Household combustion of kerosene, for instance, 
generates high particulate matter and other 
health-damaging emissions. One key strategy to 
address indoor air pollution is to make cleaner 
cooking fuels available and more effi cient cook 
stoves accessible to households, as well as rais-
ing awareness on the health impacts. For many 
countries like Sri Lanka, it will take time to meet 
the new World Health Organization guidelines 
for indoor air quality (especially fi ne particulate 
matter), so intermediate steps like solid fuel stoves 
may be required.

The growing use of diesel fuels, both on- and 
off-road, is a serious health and climate concern. 

Cleaner fuel (i.e., 10–15 ppm sulfur) is urgently 
needed for effective control of diesel emissions. 
The upward harmonization of stringent emissions 
standards across countries requires the adoption 
of tighter norms and adequate investments in 
refi neries to produce clean fuel and fi scal strate-
gies to enable transition. Voluntary initiatives of 
industry coupled with better enforcement and 
increasing stricter legislation should start tapping 
that potential.

Opportunities exist for countries in developing 
Asia to improve the effi ciency of their vehicle fl eet. 
Good quality baseline data combined with tech-
nological and policy measures can help double 
fuel effi ciency of vehicles, providing governments 
important gains on economic benefi ts, reduced 
emissions, and a decreased reliance on oil imports. 
There is also a huge potential for the reduction 
of short-lived climate pollutants (SLCP) for both 
maritime transport and freight transport.

Brick kiln production is a major source of pollu-
tion in South Asia. Energy effi cient production pro-
cesses, advanced lower emissions technology, and 
high heating value in the fuel used are needed.

Recognition of pilot cities for the Cities Clean Air Partnership at BAQ 2014. City representatives (Taoyuan, 
Taichung, Baguio, Pasig, Colombo, Kathmandu, Haiphong) with representatives from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), EPA Taiwan, Clean Air Asia, Climate and Clean Air Coalition, ICLEI, CITYNET, UCLG 
ASPAC, Norwegian Air Research Institute (NILU), and Stockholm Environment Institute.
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Guidance Framework for 
Better Air Quality in Asian Cities
The Fifth Governmental Meeting on Urban Air 
Quality that preceded BAQ 2014 focused on 
country experiences in improving air quality and 
provided the platform for discussing the fi rst draft 
of the Guidance Framework for Better Air Quality 
in Asian Cities, a recognized guidance document 
being developed by Clean Air Asia for policy- and 
decision-makers on how best to address key urban 
air quality issues in Asia.

The framework intends to give an overview of 
internationally accepted practices and status of air 
quality management in Asia, as well as provide 
governments detailed guidance on

• setting and strengthening National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS) and improving air 
quality monitoring systems;

• developing and updating emissions invento-
ries, source apportionment, and air quality 
modeling;

• linking air quality levels and emissions data with 
health impacts and their social and economic 
cost (including the link with climate change);

• developing, implementing, and evaluating the 
effectiveness of clean air plans, policies, and 
measures (including co-benefi ts with climate 
change);

• communicating air quality, health and co-bene-
fi ts information to government, other organiza-
tions, and the public through clean air reports, 
air quality indexes, apps, and other ways; and

• governance, including compliance and enforce-
ment, budgeting and fi nancing, and institu-
tional frameworks.

Clean Air Asia will continue the process of solicit-
ing feedback on the draft framework from experts, 
governments, and key institutions through a series 
of consultations in early 2015.

The Way Forward
The outcomes of the conference signal yet another 
step forward in combating the challenges of poor air 
quality, its health impacts, and climate change. This 

is in many ways where the BAQ and the integrated 
conference have their force and strength; having 
brought a community of stakeholders together, the 
BAQ conference reinvigorates regional actors into 
change-makers, setting the focus toward syner-
getic, impactful action on the way ahead.

“BAQ serves as a reinvigoration of the region’s 
commitment to livable cities and the pursuit of 

better air quality for all citizens. At the end of the 
day, BAQ will result in real action by cities to fi ght 
air pollution from the ground up,” says Clean Air 
Asia’s Executive Director Bjarne Pedersen.

BAQ 2014 was co-organized by the Ministry of 
Transport of Sri Lanka, Ministry of Environment 
and Renewable Energy of Sri Lanka, Ministry of 
the Environment of Japan, United Nations Cen-
tre for Regional Development and Clean Air 
Asia, in partnership with the Asian Development 
Bank, German International Cooperation (GIZ), 
and the World Bank. For more information, visit 
www.baq2014.org. em

“WALK: A Movement For Cleaner Air” is a campaign launched during BAQ 2014, 
which aims to encourage people to walk instead of making short car journeys 
through the installation of traffi c signs that serve as reminders of the many 
benefi ts of walking, both to the individual and society. The campaign kit, which 
can be easily translated and adapted for use across Asia, will be made available 
for download online at www.cleanairasia.org.
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